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Letter to the editor

BISHOPS' TRANSFER-A POLICY RETHINKING

Dr. K.M. George

I have read the thou-
ght provoking article by
Metropolitan Dr. Athanasius
in the Kandanad Diocesan
Bulletin of May, 2017 with
keen interest. He argues with a
fair mind of a researcher, the
pros and cons of the theme
under discussion. As I have
certain views pertaining to the
theme, let me summarise the
same below.

1) It is not an issue to be
discussed in duress unless
the flood gates may be
opened up by any impend-
ing tsunami. It needs con-
siderable debate and dis-
cussions at the regional
levels by matured people
with vision and fortitude
Better the Church organ-
ise diocese level discus-
sions based on a pre-de-
cided agenda. Once the
summarised  findings
come to a core group of
experts, it may be submit-
ted to the policy body
namely synod for further
discussions, directions and
decisions.

2) Asitis not a spiritual mat-
ter, it may be discussed in
the working committee
with a task force appoint-
ed for this purpose.

3) Itis worthwhile to set up
that task force under the
chairmanship of Dr.
Athanasius of Muvattupu-
zha, who did considerable
research on the theme.

4) Synod should not be hi-
jacked by a few sordid
vested interest lobbies who
manipulate innocent cler-
gy and laity alike. The
emerging common good of
the Church must be the sole
criterion.

5) The agenda for the task
force may cover among

6)

others, evolving objective
norms for any such trans-
fer policy, would it result
in better performers if the
office is shifted ( absolu-
tion of incompetence),
would it create a group of
conformist subordinates or
only proactive shepherds?,
would it contain interna-
tional begging for charity
initiatives and globe tot-
tering in the pursuit of out
doing Mother Teresa!

This discussion points may
be evolved very objective-
ly by the task force.
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Singing and chanting with telling of beeds
Whom doth thou worship in temple?

Its doors all shut

He is not there, He is there

Where the tiller is tilling the hard ground
And where the path-maker is

breaking stones.
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