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Obituary note on the late Patriarch Ignatius Zakka lwas
Missed Opportunities Based Challenges for his Successor

Dr. K.M. George Melmana

Our Holy father departed for
his heavenly abode recently. As
St.Paul says, “ Oh death, whereis
your sting and where is your
victory?' Assuch if we arein
Christ Jesus, weareanew crestion
even after our death. | pray that
theHoly Father may find solacein
the lap of Abraham, who is the
father of all believers.

This great shepherd of the
Syraic Orthodox Church from
1981 to 2014 was one of the
presidents of the WCC. Hewas
widdy respectedintheArabworld
too. | had the rare honour of
meeting the Patriarch acouple of

times. Hewasaperfect host, may
be comparableto Pope Francis.

Misguided-Misinformed and
Confused L eader:

He came from a class of
aristocracy on account of his
ancestral worldly fortunes and
possessions. To begin with, many
of his good intentions were not
implemented, may bedueto paace
coupsor dueto colonial instincts
promoted by multitude who
wanted to be yoked under servi-
tude! | too lend credibility to the
above observation, many of the
“Bulls’” signed by him were
discarded in letter and spirit

reportedly with hisconnivance. He
sguandered excellent opportunities
to becomethe prince of peacedue
to his pliable and manipulative
persondlity. Otherwise Zakkal the
erstwhile Patriarch would have
goneintoworld history ingolden
letters in accordance with the
Sermonon theMount- “blessed
arcthepeacemakers-.” What else
one would read from the mani-
pulaiveandintimidating Damascus
Synod of 1981 and its resultant
show cause notice to the then
CatholicossHB BosdiousPaulose
[I. Agan as mentioncd earlierthe
Bull no. E 175/95 and the 6th Nowv.
1996 synod decisions, are all
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glaring examplesof confusonand
or contradictionsdwarfing histall
stature. The Bull no. 30/1999,
categorically cagtigatesthe Jacobite
factioninIndiafor thwarting the
peace process, reconciliation and
confidencebuilding measures.

Let mealso addthat itisnot
fartoblamethelaepatriarchadone
for the" anti witness” testimony. The
sordid vested interest groupsand
palace coup coterie in **Deva-
lokam” withtheir *“ holier thanthou”
attitudeisequally responsiblefor
aggravating the situation for the
church to put onthefilthy ragsof
theleper asmentioned by thelate
Holy Father. Itisworthrecalling
Issiah 64:6 aswdl. Admittedly itis
unfair lo talk ill of anyone and
particularly a departed spiritual
leader, who did shower personal
hospitality on me a couple of
occasionsin Damascusin Syria.
But my only objectiveistorecall
himasagreat shepherdedinthe
Chrigtianworldwho brokeicewith
the Catholic Churthand wasawell
respected king without any
kingdom of hisowninthe Syrian
Church.However withtheinduson
of the Indian diocese (popularly
known asoneof thedioceses ot
the Syraic Orthodox Church), the
Jacobite Church, its numerical
weaknessistaken care of by this
onesinglediocese

Pointers;

1) Theabovenoteisa challenge
tothenew patriarch toemergeas
the prince of peace, unity and
reconciliation. Asheknowssevera
languagesandiswell versed with
the Indiangtuation, hehasanedge
over his, predecessors to make

decisive and well informed
decisons.Agan beingvery young
with international exposure and
wide ecumenical experience,
presumably he has the required
inner strength too to beadecisive
man of action. Itisan established
fact that, among the Oriental
Orthodox Churches, itisonly the
Indian church which exhibitsany
vibrancy judged by number of
parish churchesand believersand
thoscwhoavail holy Communion

2) Itisachallengeto WCC. to
takeinitiativefor peaceand unity
intheIndian Church onrespectable
terms, without any oneemergingas
victor or vanquished.

3) Even HH Popefrancismay use
his good office and moral per-
suasionwiththenew patriarch and
thelndian Catholicoseto become
activeand proactive peacemakers.

4) The new generation church

leadersfrom, among the Jacobite
church, headed by HG Gregorios-
synod Secretary, who is a very
close confidant of the new patri-
arch, coupled with his erstwhile
comrade HG Dr. Thomas Atha-
nasius, aforerunner of peace and
unity withintheMa ankaraOrtho-
dox Church may be persuaded by
the new patriarch and WCC to
facilitatethe processof confidence
building and peaceand unity aswell
asreconciliation for empowered
Christian witnessing during this
millennium. 1t may also beworth
whileto have somewell-meaning
laity to be included who are ob-
jective and peace centric to have
thismission accomplished. This
laity representation may beleftto
theabovetwo bishops. Blessed are
the peace makers. Why not the
new Patriarch be known as the
blessed peace maker intheannals
of history?
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Vadakara, Koothattukulam

OUR SERVICES:
» Counselling Centre

e Marital Therapy Centre
¢ Mental Health Hospital

» Rehabilitation Unit
« Learning Disability Clinic
» Resource Centre for Community

OUR FACILITIES:

rooms (with and without A/C)

SANTHULA TRUST HOSPITAL

Ph: 0485-2250745, 9447575091

A Clinical and Research Centre of Neuro - Behavioural Science

¢ Child and Adolescent Guidance Clinic

» De-addiction Clinic with AA Groups
¢ Geriatric Care Centre and ‘Pakal Veedu’

sensitization and health education
e Psychiatric Training Centre for students- nursing,
psychology and psychiatric social work.

¢ Regular OPD form 8.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday to Friday
and upto 1 p.m. only, on Saturdays.

¢ 24 hr. psychiatric emergency-service

e 150-bedded in-patient residential facility comprising of
hygienic, well ventilated general wards, single and double
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